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Israel At War Day 650
Serious About Syria
Things Are Happening Fast
One thing we all know is that with all these war fronts for Israel, there is always something occurring on some front every day. And with a 24/7 news cycle we need to keep track of it all. With Hamas and Hezbollah still seeing attacks and with the Houthis getting more attention, a second Iran attack could be in the offing as well. But Syria wasn’t on my war bingo card until now. We see in a report from World Israel News:
The Israeli military warned Wednesday that it will continue to strike forces in southern Syria aligned with the Syrian regime until Damascus withdraws from Druze enclaves and halts the ongoing attacks on Druze militias.
The IDF is striking Damascus in an obvious shot across the bow for the Syrian leaders:
An IDF spokesperson said Wednesday afternoon that Israeli forces struck the entrance of the Syrian military’s headquarters outside of Damascus.
“A short time ago, the IDF struck the entrance gate of the Syrian regime’s military headquarters compound in the Damascus area of Syria,” the Israeli military said.
Israel is clearly supporting the Druze in this fight:
“The IDF continues to monitor developments and the actions against Druze civilians in southern Syria, and in accordance with directives from the political echelon, is carrying out strikes in the area and remains prepared for various scenarios.”
Verbal warnings are over according the Israeli Defense Minister:
On Wednesday, Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz called on Syria’s military to withdraw from the As-Suwayda province of southern Syria, warning that the IDF would continue to strike regime forces in the area to protect local Druze.
“The signaling in Damascus has ended – now painful blows will follow,” Katz said.
“The IDF will continue to operate with force in As-Suwayda to destroy the forces that attacked the Druze, until their full withdrawal.”
“To our Druze brothers in Israel: you can count on the Israel Defense Forces to protect your brethren in Syria. Prime Minister Netanyahu and I, as Defense Minister, have made a commitment — and we will uphold it.”
Recent offensives by the IDF happened this week. The casualties are piling up:
Israeli forces struck Syrian army positions in As-Suwayda Tuesday and Wednesday, bombing tanks, rocket launchers, and troop deployments. Hundreds of Syrians, nearly half of them Druze, have died since the latest wave of fighting began in the southern Syrian province of As-Suwayda broke out on Sunday. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, an anti-Assad organization based in London, has claimed that 248 people have been killed in the latest wave of fighting, including 92 Druze, 138 regime soldiers, and 18 Bedouin militiamen.


The Conflict Was Building
No one seemed to see this coming, but the tension was always there:
Located east of the Golan Heights, As-Suwayda is a sparsely populated region inhabited primarily by Druze, who make up some nine-tenths of the population, with a significant Christian minority. Since the collapse of the Assad regime last December, however, sporadic clashes have broken out between local Druze and Sunni Bedouin militias.
But this past weekend everything broke loose:
The fighting has in some instances drawn in Syria’s Sunni regime, leading to deadly clashes between Druze militiamen and Syrian soldiers.
Last Friday, a Druze vendor was assaulted and kidnapped by Sunni Bedouin militia members, sparking retaliatory attacks by Druze militias on their Bedouin rivals.
Then the Syrian army got involved and social media videos didn’t help:
After Bedouin militiamen seized control of a road in the eastern portion of the city of Suwayda, setting up a checkpoint, the intensified clashes led to the Syrian army entering the fray. 
Footage spread via social media showing Syrian soldiers and Bedouin militiamen shaving the moustaches of captured and slain Druze men, including Druze clerics, sparked fury among Druze living in Israel.
The Druze in Israel wanted to help in the fight:
Hundreds of Israeli Druze men converged on the Syrian frontier, with many attempting to breach the border and enter Syrian territory to support Druze militias in As-Suwayda. The IDF claimed that Syrian Druze men were also spotted rioting on the border, apparently in an attempt to aid Israeli Druze to cross into Syria.
Prime Minister Netanyahu tried to keep the Druze citizens out of the fighting when he released a statement:
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu issued a statement Wednesday afternoon urging Israeli Druze not to cross into Syria.
“My Druze fellow citizens of Israel, the situation in Suwayda — in southwestern Syria — is very serious. The IDF is operating, the Air Force is operating, and other forces are operating. We are acting to save our Druze brothers and to eliminate the regime’s militias.”
The PM pleaded with them to let the IDF do the fighting for now:
“And now I have one request of you: You are citizens of Israel. Do not cross the border. You are endangering your lives; you could be killed, you could be kidnapped, and you are harming the IDF’s efforts. Therefore, I ask you — return to your homes, and let the IDF carry out its mission.”
Those who study Bible prophecy know full well that Damascus will be destroyed as seen in Isaiah 17:1 and we know the how for the most part but we don’t know the why or the twhen. If the Syrian regime continues to fight and the current leadership pushes Israel more and more, the logic for destroying this ancient city could come into focus. For now, we need to keep our eyes on Syria because they will play a part in end time prophecy. We only know in part now, but the reasoning could explode at any time.
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