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No One Is Budging
Expanding Territory
We’ve talked about this before, but a report from The Epoch Times tells us how the Israel Defense Force (IDF) is taking back more and more land:
Israel’s troops advanced into an area of northern Gaza to expand what it calls a “security zone” around the edge of the Palestinian enclave, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said on Friday.
And it’s just not in the north that land is being reclaimed:
The announcement came just days after the Israeli government revealed plans to seize large areas of the strip with an operation in the south.
While some complain about the evacuations, the IDF is coordinating that as well:
Soldiers carrying out the operation in Shejaia, a suburb east of Gaza City in the north of the enclave, were letting civilians out via organized routes, the IDF said.
Israel issued evacuation warnings in the area on Thursday, which saw hundreds of residents leave, with some carrying their belongings as they walked and others transporting them on donkey carts, bikes, or vans.
Hamas is still making claims of Israel killing people, but they always make these claims without offering proof:
The Hamas-run health authorities said Israeli forces killed at least 27 people, including women and children, in an airstrike on a school building in Gaza City where displaced families were sheltering.
The IDF however points out that what they struck was a terrorist command center, which again Hamas denies:
The IDF said the Dar Al-Arqam school building in the Tuffah area of Gaza City had been used as a command and control center by Hamas and accused the terrorists of deliberately secreting their bases within civilian infrastructure. Hamas denies that it operates among civilians.
Moving the Gazans around is necessary if the they want to be rid of Hamas, something that the recent protests appear to tell us”
Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians have left their homes in recent days in one of the biggest mass exoduses of the war, as Israeli forces have moved to expand the territory they control.
On the southern edge of the strip, Israeli troops have been massing around the already heavily bombed city of Rafah.
To Occupy Or Not
Israel is trying to avoid saying they are taking over the Gaza Strip by using somewhat creative phrases:
Israel has left some ambiguity as to its long-term aim for the areas now in the “security zone.”
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said on Apr. 2 in a written statement that the offensive was “expanding to crush and clean the area of terrorists and terrorist infrastructure and capture large areas that will be added to the security zones of the state of Israel.”
Naturally there are Gazans who think that Israel wants to move them out for good:
Some Gazans say they believe the aim is to permanently depopulate the area.
While that debate continues, Netanyahu says a new passageway is being made:
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel was also establishing a new security corridor on Tuesday.
The Morag Corridor will run between the Israeli frontier and the sea between Rafah and Khan Yunis in southern Gaza. It bears the name of a Jewish settlement between the two cities that was evacuated in 2005.
“This will be the second Philadelphi, an additional Philadephi Corridor,” Netanyahu said in a statement released by the government, referring to the security strip Israel established along Gaza’s frontier with Egypt to stop Hamas’s arms smuggling and terrorist movements.
The IDF did this same thing earlier:
During the war’s first 15 months of fighting, Israel also established the Netzarim Corridor, cutting off Gaza City and the northern strip from the rest of Gaza.
If Israel is to meet their goals of eliminating Hamas and keeping them from ever being a threat in Gaza and getting the remaining hostages back alive, they will have to continue taking away their hold on the land:
The IDF has reasserted control of it during the current round of fighting.
“We are now dividing the Strip and increasing the pressure step by step so that they will give us our hostages. And as long as they do not give them to us, the pressure will increase until they do,” Netanyahu said.
Many of the new Hamas leaders are being eliminated and the terrorist’s centers are being destroyed:
The IDF said numerous militants had been killed and that they had dismantled infrastructure, including a Hamas command and control center.
Some Gazans, as mentioned earlier feel they are being pushed to leave and never return, but that isn’t the case at all:
Palestinians say Israel’s ultimate aim is to displace Gaza’s population permanently, in line with a plan mooted by U.S. President Donald Trump to turn the enclave into a waterfront resort under U.S. control.
The Jewish state says it would encourage Palestinians who wish to leave voluntarily to do so.
If these hostages are to be released, they will most likely need to be rescued since Hamas won’t let them go without knowing they will survive:
IDF troops resumed their operation in Gaza on March 18, after a two-month truce, and ministers have said the operation will continue until the 59 hostages still held in Gaza by Hamas are returned.
Israel has confirmed that at least 35 of them are dead, leaving a maximum of 24 still alive.
The terrorist group, which runs the enclave, says it will free the hostages only under a deal that brings a permanent end to the war.
With both sides drawing a line in the sand they won’t budge on, the current strategy will continue.
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