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Israel At War – Day 457
They Can’t Leave Fast Enough
A January Surprise?
According to an article from WND.com there is a chance that the outgoing US administration is planning on setting up Israel for charges by the United Nations before they exit in 15 days. But first, the good news:
As the Biden administration enters the final stretch of its disastrous run, people's attention has turned to what the final two-or-so weeks will bring. As far as Israel is concerned there appears to be both hope and concern with a proposed multi-billion dollar arms sale offset by the potential for an Obama-style stab in back at the United Nations.
The hope part is an arms sale to Israel which may look good, but the actual arms aren’t even made yet:
Surprisingly, reports emerged from the White House on Saturday, which highlighted the Biden administration announcing its intention to approve an $8 billion arms sale to Israel, with the U.S. State Department "informally" notifying Congress about the proposed deal, according to the New York Times.
The deal reportedly includes artillery shells, small-diameter bombs, munitions for fighter jets and helicopters, and GPS-guided bomb systems. However, many of the munitions in the package are not intended for immediate use, as production is expected to begin soon. The final delivery to Israel may not take place for several years.
To some, giving Israel weapons is insulting since they believe that Israel’s response to the October 7th massacre is over the top:
Meanwhile, protesters have for months demanded an arms embargo against Israel, concerned at what they view as Israel's overreaction to the slaughter of Oct. 7, without ever elucidating how they would deal with terrorists bent on killing all the Jews they can get their hands, but U.S. policy has largely remained unchanged.
There is more than a hint of duplicity with the current occupants of the White House in the announcing of the arms deal after they held up another deal back last year:
In August, the United States approved the sale of $20 billion in fighter jets and other military equipment to Israel. However, during her car-crash bid for the presidency, Vice President Kamala Harris, of whom precious little has been heard since her definitive defeat in the Nov. 5 plebiscite against President-elect Donald Trump, admitted that despite congressional approval, she had a hand in slow-walking provision of arms to Israel so it could continue its fight against the forces arrayed against it.
But still they trumpet they are helping Israel overall:
The Biden administration says it is helping its ally defend against Iran-backed terrorist groups like Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen.


The Other Shoe Could Drop
With all the public talk of helping Israel, not everyone in the administration is so supportive, an assertion I’ve maintained from the start:
In spite of the Biden administration's apparent backing for the arms sale, on New Year's Day senior Hudson Institute fellow Michael Doran predicted on the "Israel Update" podcast he co-hosts with Israeli historian and political commentator Gadi Taub that "a network of anti-Israel officials" in the Biden White House is urging him and Secretary of State Anthony Blinken to spring a "nasty January surprise" on Israel.
This would be akin to what former President Obama did to Israel in the waning days of his second term:
Doran alleged it would be along similar lines to one of the final acts of the outgoing Obama administration in Decemebr 2016, in which then-U.S. ambassador to the U.N. Samantha Power abstained on the vote for United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334, which sought to turn the ceasefire lines that separated Israel from Jordan before the 1967 war into an internationally recognized political boundary between Israel and a Palestinian state. This so-called "occupied Palestinian territory," included east Jerusalem's Jewish neighborhoods, the Jewish quarter of the Old City and the Western Wall.
So what are they thinking about doing? Think humanitarian aid which they’ve beaten Israel over the head for since the war started:
"This year's January surprise aims to find Israel officially guilty of blocking humanitarian aid to Gaza, thereby laying the evidentiary basis for a new U.N. resolution punishing Israel," Doran posted on X.
If true, it is a clear indication of the divide in the US administration:
This seems an unusual line of attack, and one which Doran and Taub mentioned on their podcast, in that U.S. ambassador to Israel Jack Lew put pressure on USAID's Famine Early Warning Systems Network to take down a report, which wrongly accused Israel of failing to provide enough aid to Gaza.
"The report issued today on Gaza by FEWS NET relies on data that is outdated and inaccurate," a statement from the embassy said. "We have worked closely with the Government of Israel and the U.N. to provide greater access to the North Governorate, and it is now apparent that the civilian population in that part of Gaza is in the range of 7,000-15,000, not 65,000-75,000 which is the basis of this report."
Having It Both Ways
The executive branch is well known in their actions during the war to try and support both Hamas and Israel at the same time as the article notes:
Doran explained the Biden administration, like the Obama one before it, will try to "have it both ways."
And the surprise is not really anything new either, but the fact that they are accusing Israel could set them up by international court in the Hague. Here is how it would work::
"The January surprise is that there will be an official finding by the State Department that Israel is in violation of 620(i). It's blocking humanitarian aid to Gaza, and then what will happen is that the president will waive the penalties for blocking of the humanitarian aid, but there will have been an official American finding," Doran said.

"There will be an official American finding, but there will be no penalties to Israel, so again the administration gets to have it both ways. Finds Israel guilty but then says, 'Well we're not going to do anything about it," according to the Jewish News Syndicate.
He added that the resolution, whether the United States officially backs it or not, will likely open the door to the International Court of Justice, International Criminal Court, European Union and others will use the "official American finding" to pressure Israel.
It is a devious way of stabbing Israel in the back but making sure they wash their hands of any responsibility just like Pilate did with Jesus. However, it might not even happen, but even if it does, the incoming Trump administration and Congress might stop it from hurting Israel:
There is apparently division on this within the Biden White House, with different sides of the argument fighting it out among themselves, and it isn't yet clear if it would have the backing of Biden and/ or Blinken.
One other aspect is the likelihood the incoming Trump administration and Congress would likely prevent such a scheme from taking place.
Any way you look at this it is political and a pretty transparent way of trying to make everyone happy inside the White House. But will it really happen? I don’t think so since the real stabbing in the back was done with the Hezbollah ceasefire deal, a deal I know Netanyahu didn’t want to make. We may never know what Biden used to pressure the PM, but we know that even that ceasefire is falling apart as we speak. What I do know is I can’t wait for these snakes in the US leadership to pack their bags and write their book deals. They can’t leave fast enough.
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