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Israel At War – Day 447
Attacks From The South
Netanyahu Decides
For days we’ve heard leaders lobby for attacking Iran to weaken the Houthi rebels in Yemen and we’ve also heard the PM favors hitting the rebels directly. Now we see who’s opinion won out as we see in a report from The Jerusalem Post:
Israeli airstrikes targeted a host of Houthi infrastructure near the airports of Hodeidah and the Yemeni capital of Sana'a, sources confirmed to The Jerusalem Post on Thursday.
The strikes targeted Sana'a International Airport's main runway, control tower, and aircraft, some of which subsequently caught fire.
Apparently the director of the World Health Organization was at the airport when the strikes happened and there were casualties:
The Director-General of the World Health Organization, Tedros Ghebreyesus, said he was at the airport during the strikes. He was in Yemen to negotiate the release of UN staff who had been detained there.
Three people were killed and 16 injured at the airport in Sana'a following the Israeli attack, according to Houthi-owned TV channel Al-Masirah.
The targets were listed as well and the reasons they were hit as well:
The IDF confirmed that they had targeted Houthi military infrastructure, the Sana’a International Airport, the Hezyaz and Ras Kanatib power stations, and Al-Hudaydah, Salif, and Ras Kanatib ports on the western coast.
The targets were used to smuggle weapons from the Iranian regime into Yemen.
Ironically, the Houthi leader was bragging about their success when this strikes occurred:
The strikes were carried out as Houthi leader Abdul-Malik al-Houthi was delivering a 'victory' speech nearby, local sources said.
Al-Houthi was railing against the "failure" of Tel Aviv to challenge Yemen and said Israel had failed to obtain intelligence in the country right before the strikes hit.
A spokesperson for the Houthis tried to say that Israel is striking the Yemini people:
Houthi spokesperson Mohammed Abdel Salam called the attack a "crime against the Yemeni people."
Israel Defends The Attacks
We’ve heard from the Houthis, now we hear from Israel concerning the strikes:
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  promised to keep attacking the "terror arm" of Iran until "we complete the job."
Defense Minister Israel Katz said, "We will hunt down all the Houthi leaders - no one will be able to evade Israel's long arm."
"The Houthi terrorist regime is a central part of the Iranian axis of terror, and their attacks on international shipping vessels and routes continue to destabilize the region and the wider world. The Houthi terrorist regime operates as an autonomous terrorist group while relying on Iranian cooperation and funding to carry out its attacks," the IDF said following the strikes.

"The IDF will not hesitate to operate at any distance against any threat to the State of Israel and its citizens."
Everyone knew strikes were imminent and have known so for days now. What wasn’t certain was who would strike whom first and then if Israel would hit Iran instead of Yemen. But the reasoning was very clear:
These strikes come after persistent missile attacks on Tel Aviv, during which one missile impacted, causing damage and injuries to over 30 people.
Both the United States and Israel vowed to ramp up attacks on the Houthis, who began launching raids on trade flowing through the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea in "solidarity" with Hamas.
As for the missiles and drones that seemingly keep getting through, the IDF is addressing that, too:
Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Herzi Halevi has ordered the Air Force to begin upgrading its early detection and warning systems to prepare for possible attacks, such as those from ballistic missiles or drones.
Halevi also was very clear that Israel will not stop attacking until the threat is gone:
"The attacks against the Houthis will continue as long as necessary, and each time, they will pay a heavier price,"  an official added. "This is much more significant than the previous strikes."
A little history of the Houthi threats is needed for those who may have forgotten”
According to the IDF, the Houthis have fired over 200 ballistic missiles and over 170 drones at Israel, with most being shot down by the US or Israel but 22 having penetrated Israel.
The IDF has attacked the Houthis three prior times, in July, September, and on December 19.
On December 19 the IDF attacked in Hodeidah, Ras Isa, other coastal areas, and many smaller ports, such as Al-Salif. Each target area had dozens of targets, especially Sana'a, regarding Houthi electricity and oil.
It should also be noted that hitting their tugboats will keep future attacks from happening:
In addition, eight special large tugboat ships were attacked.
Destroying those ships could shut down those ports because these ships can block certain areas and also are often required to pull in other ships to port.
The IDF said that it could take time for the Houthis to find replacements for such unique ships. 
While there are bigger targets to neutralize, the Houthi threats are in the news now. But we shouldn’t forget that Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran still are hanging around and Syria could also be trouble sooner than later. Bible prophecy mentions them all but often refers to attacks on Israel from the south which could be point to Yemen now. Regardless all terrorist attacks must be stopped. 
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