


GNITN - Special Edition
Israel At War – Day 445
On The Brink
A Truly Unstable Region
While many people are getting ready to celebrate Christmas as a time of peace on earth, good will towards men, Israel is preparing to strike either Iran or the Houthi rebels in Yemen which could very well create just the opposite in the region and probably around the globe as we read in an article from WND.com:
It was Bashar al-Assad, the recently-deposed dictator of Syria who once said, "It is difficult for anyone to tell you what is going to happen. [The Middle East] is an area where everything is on the brink of explosion."
And it is the fall of his regime that is muddling the view:
How right he was, and how ironic it was at least partly his own downfall, which provided the most recent catalyst for the region's dysfunction.
Assad's country is now seemingly being run by a reformed Islamist terrorist – according to the testament of Ahmed al-Sharaa himself, once better-known by the nom de guerre Abu Muhammad al-Julani.
It is the man who took down Assad that is at the center of all this unrest in Syria. And he is trying to rehabilitate his image so he can take over for Assad:
This allegedly former militant jihadist – now de facto leader of Syria – has even had the $10 million bounty the U.S. government placed upon him removed, as he glad-hands diplomats and ministers from the U.S., Europe, Turkey, as well as Arab states in the Middle East.
It is interesting to note who quickly one can go from being a designated terrorist to a figure with almost immediate international standing.
While Iran was calling the shots in Syria, new players are coming in to take Iran’s place, but Israel is also in Syria:
The main benefactors in this seismic shift have unquestionably been Turkey and Qatar. In the short term, Israel has also taken advantage of the situation – most spectacularly in the extensive airstrikes, which took out the remnants of the Syrian army's heavy weaponry, as well as planes and helicopters.
Israel decided to take charge of the weapons left behind:
It dealt with a large component of Assad's highly-developed chemical weapons program, although not all of it, and the IDF pushed into the Syrian Golan Heights to prevent such a strategic vantage-point falling into the hands of genocidal enemies.
Iran’s Plans Is Shattered
The big losers in the fall of Assad in Syria is Iran, but you won’t hear that from them:
Where Turkey has so visibly succeeded, the Iranian foreign policy of the last four-and-a-half decades seems to be lying in tatters. Not that the Islamic Republic's supreme leader Ayatollah Khamanei would admit to such a thing. He took to X to argue both that the Islamic Republic has no proxies, and additionally the State of Israel has by no means won the war Hamas started on Oct. 7, 2023.
Iran is losing it’s grip on it’s axis of resistance, though:
However, although the facts on the ground show Israel certainly has not won this ongoing war, Iran's strategy – having been decimated on contact with the enemy – is in urgent need of reappraisal and overhaul. The recent loss of Syria, especially Damascus airport, which it was using as a major resupply route for Hezbollah necessitates pivoting to developing another air bridge for men and materiel.
Iran could turn to using the airport in Lebanon, but Hezbollah is on thin ice there:
There is a possibility Beirut airport could be selected, although this would likely put it on a direct path to significant escalation with Israel, which would consider such an action a very clear break in the delicately holding ceasefire agreement with Hezbollah.
And if we start looking at all the nations apart from Israel, we see a very confusing scenario:
Also, just listing all the countries which have a stake in the region, shows how confused the situation is. It also helps to explain why there are both opportunities and grave causes for concern, whether regarding tentative alliances or perhaps more likely – a growing enmity between opponents, in particular the Sunni behemoth with hegemonic intentions, Turkey, set against Iran.
In addition to them, Israel, Syria itself, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar are also in this Middle Eastern mix. This is to say nothing about the United States, Russia, and the European Union, which need to define their roles in a region where the post-First and Second World War order is rapidly crumbling.
Maybe history can help us understand what to make of this hodge podge of puzzle pieces:
Perhaps it's possible to think of the situation in this region as akin to what occurred in Central Europe prior to the outbreak of the First World War. Empires were falling apart and local nationalisms were bubbling to the surface. All it took was a small(ish) spark to set the world on fire – namely the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand in Sarajevo in 1914. Was Oct. 7 the 21st century's equivalent?
A Strike Is Coming
One thing that appears to be certain is a response to the recent attacks on Israel from the Yemeni area is imminent. All parties are talking about it and they are all trying to figure out who will go first:
One part of this puzzle which seems inevitably to see an uptick in action is Israel's response to the increasing frequency of Houthi ballistic missile attacks aimed at Tel Aviv.
The patience of both Israel's leadership and the public at large is being sorely tested by the Iranian proxy abutting the Red Sea, and the time seems rapidly approaching for a significant Israeli response.
Prime Minister Netanyahu says a strike will be coming, but seems to favor hitting the Houthis directly:
Indeed, Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the IDF would deal with the Houthis in a similar manner to Hezbollah: "Just as we acted forcefully against the terrorist arm of Iran's axis of evil, so we will act against the Houthis."


But there is also concerns on just how to take down what some thought was a third rate operation:
There is also a sense – shared by U.S. officials – of alarm at how difficult it is to dissuade what is often dismissively termed a rag-tag terrorist group. Far from it. There has been a great deal of surprise at the Houthis' use of advanced weaponry.
Getting good intelligence on these rebels is also a challenge:
Israel utilized its excellent intelligence-gathering on Hezbollah – no doubt augmented by agents on the ground – to carry out its operations. The Houthis are an altogether different prospect, as Israel prioritized more immediate threats on its borders than the Iranian proxy some 1,500 miles away. Can Israel take out the Houthi leadership as it did with Hezbollah? At the moment this is an open question.
To others as we’ve discussed over the last few days, it would be easier to just take out the puppet master pulling the rebel’s strings:
Will Israel strike directly at Iran, as the mullahs in Tehran seem to fear, especially since the IAF took out the country's air defense systems? It's possible. In a way, the fact the Islamic Republic is defensively naked in this way, could make it even more unpredictable. A lot is up for grabs, and the ensuing months – particularly following Trump's return to the White House – will certainly concentrate minds.
From a Bible prophecy standpoint, hitting Iran is more likely to happen and could accomplish the secular military goals of Israel in one shot because the Houthis are being funded, and supplied by Iran regardless of what their supreme leader tells anyone. How soon will these strikes happen? Will Iran hit Israel preemptively? Will the US help in either event? Only time will tell. What we do know is that we as Christians can intercede and release God’s plans in this battle. We have many, many examples in Scripture that shows us how effective prayer is. 
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