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Israel At War – Day 399
If They Hated Me
Antisemitism Run Amok
“If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 20 Do you remember what I told you? ‘A slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you. 21 They will do all this to you because of me, for they have rejected the one who sent me. 22 They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Anyone who hates me also hates my Father. 24 If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs among them that no one else could do, they would not be guilty. But as it is, they have seen everything I did, yet they still hate me and my Father. 25 This fulfills what is written in their Scriptures: ‘They hated me without cause.’ (John 15:18-25, NLV)
In what some are calling shameful and others completely unacceptable others are making a connection to Nazi Germany’s infamous attacks on Jews in 1938 as antisemitic mobs also attacked Jews in Amsterdam yesterday. We read more about these terrible assaults from a report in The Times Of Israel in which Prime Minister Netanyahu connects the dots:
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Friday that the 86th anniversary of Kristallnacht was “marked on the streets of Amsterdam” a day earlier when hundreds of Maccabi Tel Aviv soccer fans were attacked by anti-Israel mobs.
“Tomorrow, 86 years ago, was Kristallnacht, when Jews on European soil were attacked for being Jews. This has now recurred,” Netanyahu said referring to the events of November 9, 1938, a Nazi pogrom that marked a turning point in the escalating persecution of Jews that eventually led to the murder of 6 million European Jews by the Nazis and their supporters during the Holocaust.
The PM did talk about a significant distinction and warned that this isn’t an isolated incident:
“There is one difference now, though, the Jewish people now have a state of their own,” Netanyahu said in a statement during his visit to the Foreign Ministry’s situation room where he was briefed on Israel’s response to the widespread attacks in the Dutch capital, adding that those behind the attacks don’t just pose a risk to Jews but the entire free world.
Israel was quick to help Israelis leave Amsterdam:
The premier’s comments came as the first flight carrying Maccabi Tel Aviv soccer fans evacuated from Amsterdam after widespread violent attacks by mobs of anti-Israel rioters landed at Ben Gurion Airport on Friday afternoon, as the Foreign Ministry said that all Israelis in the Dutch capital had been accounted for.
Apparently, the attacks started before the game making people wonder why the police didn’t see this coming:
A number of the fans said they had been attacked or made to feel unwelcome long before the widespread and apparently organized attack in Amsterdam on Thursday night following a game against Ajax.
The details of the attack are coming out slowly:
Israeli officials said 10 citizens were injured in the overnight violence, apparently perpetrated largely by local Muslims and Arabs. According to reports, all Israelis injured in the attacks have been released from hospital in Amsterdam.
Those not attacked were in fear of being next:
Hundreds more Israelis huddled in their hotels for hours, fearing they could be attacked.
On Friday, members of the local Jewish and Israeli communities scrambled carpools to escort the fans to the airport amid concerns they could be assaulted while en route to evacuation flights.
The Signs Were There
As noted earlier, Israeli airlines were dispatched to get its citizens back home:
El Al said that three planes would bring Israelis home and will land in Israel between Friday evening and early Saturday, with paramedics and other medical personnel on board to treat those who needed it.
The airline does not usually operate on Saturdays, in line with traditional Jewish religious law, but eventually received permission to do so from Israel’s newly appointed chief rabbis, Rabbi David Yosef and Rabbi Kalman Bar.
The flights will be free of charge for all passengers who had booked a return ticket from Amsterdam to Israel with El Al and all other airlines, the flag carrier said.
Reports of incidents happening earlier started to come out:
Two Israelis who left Amsterdam on Friday morning and flew to London told a Channel 12 reporter on arrival in the UK that they were attacked on Wednesday evening — a full day before the soccer game — by Arab gangs in the city.
The two, who gave their names as Oren and Or, said they were targeted as Israelis and beaten.
They also said that they reported the attack to local police, who took no action.
Again, the signs were there for authorities to act on, but that didn’t happen:
A third Israeli, named Gal, said on arrival in London that he had been forced to the floor by assailants who had demanded to know if he was Israeli. He said he was beaten up by a gang of 8-10 people — “punched in the head; two teeth broken — and “woke up in an ambulance covered in blood.”
Videos are cropping up to prove that this was very antisemitic:
Footage screened on Israeli television included a video clip in which an assailant asked an Israeli where he was from and attacked him while shouting “Free Palestine.”
Another video appeared to show an Israeli in a canal in Amsterdam as a man demands he say “Free Palestine,” before they leave, implying he will be left in the freezing water until he complied.
One man knew things were off immediately:
Fan Tomer Talias, who arrived back at Ben Gurion on the first El Al evacuation flight, told Channel 12 that it was clear as soon as the Israeli fans arrived in the Dutch capital that they were not welcome.
“There was an antisemitic air from the moment we got there, whether we were in a restaurant or in a clothes shop, we felt it,” he said.
“Yesterday it felt like a terror group, they had weapons and their faces covered. They didn’t differentiate between man, child or the elderly,” he said.
Again we have to ask, where were the authorities? They had to sense the Jewish hatred as well:
Many said that Dutch security forces were nowhere to be found as the Israeli tourists were ambushed by gangs of masked assailants who shouted pro-Palestinian slogans as they hunted, beat and harassed them.
Too Little, Too Late
While it is good that the government and the local police did get their act together, they still are culpable for not being alert to the risks and slow to respond:
Amsterdam police said 62 people were arrested in connection with the attacks on the Israeli sports fans. The police said that they had started a major investigation into multiple violent incidents.
And it is good that the attacks are being denounced:
The leaders of Israel and the Netherlands, as well as European leaders, condemned what they called antisemitic attacks on the Israeli fans.
The mayor was not pleased:
Amsterdam’s mayor said the city had been “deeply damaged” by “hateful antisemitic rioters” who hunted down and attacked fans of Israeli club Maccabi Tel Aviv in a night of “unbearable” violence.
She described what happened and, like Netanyahu, connected the dots to Nazi Germany:
Femke Halsema described gangs on scooters targeting fans of the Israeli club, beating and kicking them in “hit-and-run” assaults.
“I can easily understand that this brings back memories of pogroms,” Halsema said, adding that she was “ashamed” by the violence.
“Our city has been deeply damaged. Jewish culture has been deeply threatened. This is an outburst of antisemitism that I hope to never see again,” she added.
Another Dutch official weighed in and Israel added who they blamed:
Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof denounced the “unacceptable antisemitic attacks on Israelis.” He added that he had spoken with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to assure him that “the perpetrators will be tracked down and prosecuted.”
Israel said it held Dutch authorities responsible for the safety of its citizens.
It should be noted that some Jewish fans were seen shouting and singing obscenities to Arabs although that was all they did. 
Wearing A Target On Their Backs
We hear more about what the Israelis faced in the article:
Riot police blocked pro-Palestinian supporters trying to march toward the Johan Cruyff Arena stadium where the match was being played.
Israeli fans said they were attacked by Arabic-speaking gangs after the match, and ambushed outside the stadium and at their hotels by organized groups.
Many of the attackers were masked and some carried Palestinian flags. Footage on social media showed attackers chasing Israelis, beating them and at times kicking them while they were on the ground.
And the theme of getting no help or protection from the local police persisted:
Israelis reported being harassed and hunted by the rioters for hours with little effective intervention by local police, chased into hiding and hounded at their hotels. Some Israelis had their passports stolen, according to Hebrew media outlets.
Some videos showed individuals on the ground begging to be left alone. One offered money to his attackers. Another clip showed a man with a kippah in the street being badgered by rioters demanding to know where he was from as he tried to get away.
This wasn’t a random and spontaneous attack and was reminiscent of a moment a little over a year ago:
Many described the experience as “a pogrom” that revived the trauma of the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks, particularly in light of the lack of protection by the authorities.
“They were waiting in groups at every corner and the moment they identified Jews they chased them,” one Israeli told Kan News.
In light of these assaults, Israeli authorities are telling their citizens to hide being Jews:
Israel’s National Security Council issued a stark warning to Israelis and Jews in Amsterdam, calling on those who are out in public not to display any Israeli or Jewish symbols.
They also advised Jews to not attend upcoming sports events in other countries:
The NSC also called on Israelis to avoid attending Maccabi Tel Aviv’s basketball game in Bologna, Italy on Friday night in the wake of the attacks on fans in Amsterdam.
The security body said online calls to harm Israelis and Jews were ongoing, sparking fear of copycat attacks at the match in Bologna, adding that Israelis should avoid wearing identifying Jewish symbols as much as possible.
Israelis abroad were also encouraged to download the IDF’s Home Front Command app that provides updates as needed.
When will this antisemitism end? Unfortunately the Bible actually says it will get worse. And those who support Israel will also feel the heat. As we pray for the peace of Jerusalem we need to pray against these attacks and the spirit of the Antichrist that is behind them. And we must not live in fear but also be as wise as serpents as we live out our Christian walk. 

1

