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The Third Temple Of Doom
Things We Learned Growing Up
There are things I learned from my childhood that, as it turned out didn’t age well. Some were
the product of people older than me telling me how things were and as a trusting kid I accepted
because that’s what you do when your elders tell you. It’s not inherently wrong, but as one gets
older themselves and they are either challenged or simply curious, they discover that say, gum
doesn’t take years to be digested so don’t swallow it. Or that you have to wait an hour after
eating to swim. I know you were told that having a light on in your car was illegal (it’s not) or
that sitting too close to the television will harm your eyes (it doesn’t) but it made for some fun
times with the family when watching a show and you would inch closer and closer to the screen
to see when you’d be yelled at. Oh, and cracking your knuckles will give you arthritis or we only
use 10% of our brains capacity. Now, to be fair, there are some people who I question use any
part of their brains, but I digress. You see, we were told quite a lot of things that were urban
myths or just fairy tales. But they somehow persist even now in some circles. And about
swallowing seven spiders per year while you sleep, well that’s not only not true, but really gross.
Bible Myths
Unfortunately this whole thinking things are true that really aren’t happens when talking about
the Bible and in some ways it’s an even worse problem. No, Adam and Eve didn’t eat an apple.
The fruit isn’t named, but only described, and given the area where they lived it could have been
a fig or pomegranate. How many times have you heard that money is the root of all evil? While
money can be spend on evil things it actually the love of money that the Bible says is the root of
all evil. While the King James version of the Ten Commandments says that the sixth one says
“Thou shall not kill” it really should have been translated “Don’t murder” which is quite
different and yet such a mistranslation has led to so many instances of bad theology. Many, many
more things are said that are in the Bible that really aren’t and even when trying to correct them,
people still will not change what they think. I could give you more examples, but the point is
made. We all believed things that we thought were in the Bible that actually aren’t.
Unfortunately, people refuse to give Christianity a chance because of them and that’s why I say
that it’s worse than being horrified if you swallow your gum. Much worse.
Yes, I Have A Point
I could have elaborated on the Bible myths, but my point is that even up until now I like a great
deal of others looked forward to the Jews building the third temple as a good thing and one that
should be promoted. I read about all the things needed being ready like the furniture and the
trained priests and currently, now having the red heifer to sacrifice to purify the temple. Do they
really have the ark of the covenant? Apparently many say they do so the only thing left is to
actually build it which is more than a tricky thing because it is believed that there is a mosque
built on top of it, one that makes it one of the three holiest sites in all of Islam. That could be yet
another Bible myth, but the location is less the problem than the fact that a great deal of
Christians look at this third temple as a great thing for Israel. But is it? Yes, it fulfills prophecy



and will happen, however, it shouldn’t be the joyful event in history that we keep hearing about.
In many ways, a good adage to always follow is to not take what others say and feel about the
Bible, but to actually read it in all of its context and then build your beliefs after that. In the case
of the third temple, a little more of that context is needed now more than ever. You see, when we
look at all of Bible prophecy, especially the last days that I believe we are living in, the building
of that third temple doesn’t exactly get Jews closer to seeing their messiah, but further away
from it. Yes, it is true that there are some Jews who believe that their Messiah will build it, but
that isn’t in the Bible at all. And if we are to believe that turning the hearts of His chosen people
to Jesus is the goal, the third temple is a means to an end, but there will be a lot of heartache
surrounding it.

It Needs To Be Built

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand... (Matt 24:15, NKJV)

On this point we can all agree. The prophecies about a temple existing for the antichrist to
desecrate half way through the Tribulation make total sense. Obviously you have to have a
temple to desecrate it so there’s that. But even if you ascribe to the thinking that the covenant the
man of lawlessness brokers with Israel as we see in Daniel 9:27 will be one that allows them to
build that temple and give them a chance to live in peace while the antichrist consolidates his
power, nothing good comes of it. However, the third temple will be built. The timing isn’t known
except for the moment when the man of sin takes it over which marks the middle of the seven-
year tribulation, but sacrificing animals to cover sins isn’t what we should be praying for as we
pray for Israel. So yes, the preparations for the third temple are ready and yes it means we are
closer to Jesus returning than ever before, but no, it won’t be good time for Israel.

Newspaper Theology

Bible prophecy is a good thing and a helpful thing for believers to study and know. However,
talking about things we thought were true when they weren’t is a product of incorrect exegesis
which is a fancy Greek word for a critical criticism of a text and usually is used about studying
the Scriptures. I like how an article from ariel.org explains the danger of not using exegesis on
the subject of fulfilled prophecy:

Let me begin with a point I have often made in my writings and in my lectures on Bible prophecy,
fulfilled and unfulfilled. The principle is this: Bible prophecy is never fulfilled approximately, it
is always fulfilled exactly as it is written, as it is prophesied. Therefore, we must avoid what [
call "newspaper exegesis." This is the tendency of many believers to read the daily press and
start speculating. Due to one point of similarity between a current event and a biblical prophecy,
they believe that the prophecy has been fulfilled. I can give many past and current examples of
this tendency.

The article then goes on to explain the right way to do things:

Yet, the proper procedure to interpret the Scriptures is to first exegete the text in its own context
and then check related passages and see exactly what the text actually teaches. However, when
the text stops, then we must stop too and not engage in speculations as to how the prophecy may
or may not be fulfilled. Then, if a current event actually fits exactly into a prophecy, then that
prophecy is fulfilled, but not before.



https://www.ariel.org/arnold-answered/is-the-proposed-peace-plan-for-israel-the-covenant-that-will-begin-the-tribulation

Simple right? You’d like to think so, but many of us, myself included can get caught up in the
moment of wanting prophecy to be seen by all as making the Bible seen as the inspired Word of
God that it is that we rush to promote anything that gets us closer to Jesus returning. In terms of
the third temple, things go from bad to worse for Israel if we actually read the Bible and not the
endless amount of sermons, books and videos about the glory of a place where Jews are willing
to think they are back in the glory days of their existence. Nothing could be further from the
truth.

Making a Deal With The Devil

You see, the seven-year treaty that the antichrist makes with Israel actually starts the Tribulation,
a time when conditions for earth will be horrendous. Do I need to detail all the suffering, pain,
and death that will occur then? Jesus refer to it as the worst time in all of history, so bad that if
He didn’t end it with His second coming, no one would survive. And as for the Jews, well, they
will be thinking that they are going to miss it because they actually will believe that the son of
perdition will honor his word and leave them alone. On top of that they will also believe that
they are in the good graces of God by once again letting the blood of sacrificed animals cover
their sins. Do I need to make it worse? Going back to the article in ariel.org we read this:

The covenant is made specifically between Israel and the Antichrist. In the Bible, it is never
called a peace covenant, although it will be a covenant that will guarantee Israel's military
security. It is because the leadership of Israel will put their trust in this covenant and in the
Antichrist, who pretends to be their friend, and not in the God of Israel, that the signing of this
covenant will trigger the tribulation. Only in the middle of the seven-year period, when the
covenant is broken, will the leadership of Israel finally recognize the true nature of the one with
whom they signed the covenant.

God will use the Tribulation to bring His people back to Him which will happen as they see
Jesus return in all His glory and set His feet on the Mount of Olives, which is a very good thing,
but all the things that happen up until that moment are hardly the things we’d wish on anyone.
When the antichrist turns on Israel, Jesus tells them to run to the mountains as it will be open
season on Jews. The Beast will hunt down all Jews like he was already doing to Christians and
anyone opposing his reign of terror and only God Himself will protect them. Now are you seeing
why celebrating the building of the third temple is not the best of things to do?

Praying For Prophecy

We know that prophecy is a good thing because it shows believer and unbelievers alike that God
is alive and well and that if He can fulfill promises made long before they actually happened, He
can also fulfill personal prophecies made to anyone who trusts in Him. You’re not going to hear
me to talk badly about learning more and more about end time prophecy. Far from it. However,
having a glowing conversation about the construction of a third temple is not happening going
forward for me. Just as we don’t speak about the world being judged by a world-wide flood, or
of the Jews spending 70 years in Babylon or wandering 40 years in the desert before entering the
promised land as wonderful things, so we should refrain from smiling when we discuss the next
Jewish temple. It must happen in the great plan of God to bring His children back to Him, but it
won’t be a pretty process at all. So yes, we do want to see the plans for the Third Temple to
move forward, and yes we want it to be built soon, and yes we can pray for the prophecies to be
fulfilled, however the tone of our prayers shouldn’t be one of happiness, but of concern for what



it will mean for so many wayward Jews. Just as we pray for God to use anything to bring
unsaved people in our lives to a saving knowledge of His Son Jesus because it will not be bed of
roses as He does it, so we should pray for the Jews getting their last days temple. It may bring
tears to our eyes as the prodigal son gets to his lowest point and realizes he needs to run back to
his father, but the tears of both him and His heavenly father will turn to tears of joy and
happiness as they reconcile and embrace. Hopefully that will put this prophetic time just ahead of
us in proper perspective. I know it did for me and I pray it does for you, too.



