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Another Red Heifer Is Here — Is the Third Temple Next?
Another Holy Cow Born
I’ve reported on this before when 5 red heifers born in Texas were taken to Israel back in 2022 (here, here, and here) and all of them were found to have defects. Now there is another red heifer born in Israel that is in the news as we see in an article from Prophecy News Watch:
A red heifer calf born recently in Israel has once again captured the attention of Jews, Christians, and Bible prophecy observers around the world. The calf, named Temimah--a Hebrew word meaning "perfect" or "without blemish"--was born on a dairy farm in the Galilee and reportedly displayed a remarkably uniform red coat. 
To even get this far, a Jewish priest needed to inspect it:
Soon after birth, she was examined by Rabbi Azaria Ariel, a prominent figure involved in Temple preparations. Reports from those monitoring the animal have fueled excitement among religious Jews who believe the restoration of Temple worship in Jerusalem is drawing closer.
It is big news in an outside of Israel, especially for those of us who are students of Bible prophecy:
To many outside the biblical world, the birth of a red cow may seem insignificant. Yet for students of Scripture, the red heifer occupies a unique place in both Jewish tradition and biblical prophecy.
Before we go any further the article gets us up to speed telling us why this matters:
The importance of the red heifer originates in Numbers 19, where God instructed Israel regarding a special purification ritual. The ashes of a flawless red heifer were to be mixed with water and used for ceremonial cleansing from ritual impurity, particularly impurity associated with death. According to traditional Jewish understanding, a future restoration of Temple worship would require a biblically qualified red heifer. Without its ashes, many religious authorities believe the full purification process necessary for Temple service cannot be properly restored. This explains why every reported red heifer birth receives intense scrutiny. The requirements are strict. The animal must be entirely red, free from blemishes, never have been used for labor, and remain qualified through maturity. Many candidates have initially appeared promising only to later develop disqualifying characteristics.
Hold your hors…er…heifers folks. This animal may already be disqualified:
Temimah initially received an ear tag for several days and while it was quickly removed and is healing - there is great debate now among scholars as to whether she is still qualified or not due to any potential blemish.
That ear tag could be considered a disqualifying act, but the very fact that she is close is inspiring:
Temimah's supporters hope she may eventually meet all the requirements. Even if she does not, her birth is viewed as another encouraging sign that qualified animals may emerge in the future.
The Stage Is Set
Regardless of waiting on the red heifer, all the other pieces are coming together:
The red heifer story is only one piece of a much larger effort underway in Israel. For decades, the Temple movement--led primarily by organizations such as the Temple Institute and supported by various rabbinical groups--has been actively preparing for the possibility of a Third Temple.
Among the preparations already completed or currently underway are: 
· Temple Vessels Have Been Recreated
The Temple Institute has invested years recreating many of the sacred vessels described in Scripture. These include priestly instruments, ceremonial utensils, trumpets, incense tools, and other items required for Temple worship.
· Priestly Garments Have Been Produced
Special garments for the priesthood have been designed and manufactured according to biblical specifications. These include clothing for ordinary priests as well as garments associated with the High Priest.
· Priests Are Being Trained
Men who can trace their lineage to the priestly tribe are receiving instruction in Temple rituals and sacrificial procedures. Training programs continue to expand as interest grows.
· Levites Are Being Prepared for Service
In addition to priests, Levites historically served important functions in Temple worship, including music, administration, and assistance in ceremonies. Educational programs have been developed to prepare future Levites for these roles.
· The Sanhedrin Has Been Revived in Limited Form
Although not universally recognized within Judaism, efforts have been made to re-establish a functioning Sanhedrin, the ancient Jewish governing and religious council. Various committees continue discussing practical issues related to Temple worship and national religious life.
· Educational Programs for Youth Continue Growing
Reports indicate that increasing numbers of young Israelis are studying Temple-related laws and traditions. Supporters see this as creating a future generation prepared for Temple service should the opportunity arise.
· Architectural and Construction Planning Exists
Various Temple organizations have spent years studying the dimensions and requirements of the biblical Temple. Models, blueprints, and educational exhibits have been developed to demonstrate what a future Temple could look like.
Among religious Jews the talk isn’t if the third temple is built, but when: 
Taken together, these developments reveal something important: many religious Jews are not merely talking about a future Temple--they are actively preparing for one.
Why It Matters
While I and others see the third temple as getting in the way of Jews coming to Jesus, this red heifer reminds them of why a third temple is important:
For observant Jews, the Temple represents far more than a building. It was the place where God's presence uniquely dwelt among His people. It was the center of national worship, sacrifice, prayer, repentance, and covenant identity. The First Temple, built by King Solomon, stood as the glory of ancient Israel until its destruction by Babylon. The Second Temple was later rebuilt and expanded before being destroyed by Rome in A.D. 70. Since that time, Jewish prayers have repeatedly expressed longing for restoration. For many believers, rebuilding the Temple would represent a significant step toward national and spiritual renewal.
For the Christian it has great significance as well:
While many Christians find these developments fascinating, most Bible prophecy teachers approach them with both excitement and caution. Why?


Because Scripture indicates that a future Temple will indeed exist during the end times. However, the New Testament also warns that this Temple will eventually become the scene of one of history's greatest acts of rebellion against God.
You have to have a temple for it to be desecrated so this talk of a red heifer means we’re getting close to that infamous event:
The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Thessalonians 2 that the coming "man of lawlessness" will enter the Temple and exalt himself as divine. Jesus referred to a future "abomination of desolation," echoing the prophecy of Daniel. Many prophecy scholars have interpreted these passages as evidence that a Third Temple must exist during the future Tribulation period. According to this understanding, the Antichrist initially presents himself as a peacemaker. At some point, however, he breaks his covenant with Israel, enters the Temple, and demands worship for himself. This event marks a dramatic turning point in the Tribulation and unleashes unprecedented persecution.
For Israel as a nation and a people to start blood sacrifices again to cover their sins is not a good thing as it will keep them from putting their trust in Jesus and His blood covering them. But it shows us that prophecy overall is being fulfilled right before our eyes:
From this perspective, preparations for a Temple are prophetically significant--not because Christians expect Temple sacrifices to replace Christ's sacrifice, but because such developments may be setting the stage for events Scripture says will occur before Christ's return.
Fulfilled Prophecy Is In The Air
So this red heifer may not be a holy cow, but just the buzz surrounding her is significant:
The birth of Temimah does not prove prophetic fulfillment is imminent. Previous red heifer candidates have come and gone. The Temple Mount remains one of the most politically sensitive locations on earth, and enormous obstacles remain before any Temple could be constructed. Yet the broader trend is difficult to ignore. A generation ago, discussion of a Third Temple was largely theoretical. Today there are trained priests, recreated Temple vessels, educational programs, organized institutions, and now another potential red heifer candidate attracting worldwide attention. Whether Temimah ultimately qualifies or not, her birth serves as another reminder that developments once viewed as impossible are steadily moving from theory toward reality.
And that is good news all by itself:
For Christians who take biblical prophecy seriously, that reality should not produce fear but vigilance. Jesus instructed believers to watch the signs of the times and to remain spiritually prepared. And few signs attract more attention among prophecy watchers than preparations surrounding the Temple in Jerusalem.
I might add that things like this also provide good witnessing opportunities as well. So either way, this red heifer is exciting on all fronts. And a huge opening to talk about Jesus and His sacrificial death on the cross. 
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